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Recent Books: Sovief

Regreltably the Handbook has neither index nor bibli-
ozraphy

THE SOVIET HIGEH
1916-41. By J¢*n Erickson.
Press, 1.32. 889 pp. $15.)

When he submitted his manuscript for publication, the
author of this book couid noi know that approaching events
would give it a unique timeliness. One of his principal themes
is the besic and continuing confiict between the Soviet armed
services and the power complex centering on the state fecurity
service. This struggle first developed in tite ¢~ys of Trotsky.
It reached cramatic intensity when Marshal Tukhachevskiy
fell. Since the second World War the rise and fall of military
personalities has revealed discontent in the armed services
Now the treason of Licutenant Colonel Oleg Penkovskiy has
thrown an embarrassing lipht on the strugple belween Lhese
forces. Erickson's book permuts intelligence officers to study
the background and develors :ntof this conflict.

The author, who did b .esearch while a Fellow of 5t An-
thanv's Tollege, Oxford discusses the history o1 the Suvivirimy
between the outbreak of the Revolution and the German in-
vasion of 1941, This is not a history of Soviel mulitary insti-
tutions. but rather a discussion of the impact on the Soviet
armed forces of internal politics, internatiopal developments,
and tcading Soviet personalitics. Two lengthy chapters are
devoted to the military purges of 1937, their immediate
causes, and their complex effects on Soviet and world affairs.
Indeed, the theme of the purges, their origins, and their 2fTect
on Sovizt military policy are a major element of the book.
Aithough he cannot fully explain the military holocaust (no
one can in the present state of our knowledge), Ericksen per-
forms a useful service in summarizing the events of 1937-1538,
stripping away some ¢f the more improoable interpretztions
of ¢vents, and placing the purge in the perspective of ils time
This perspective helps us to understand the developments of
the Pea<ovskiy affair,

»MAND: A Military-Political History,
{New York: St. Marun’'s
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